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The Star of the Week for Term 1 Week 6 
is… Tyler Groom! 

 
 

For initiative and effort 
 
What in-school activity did you enjoy most last week?   
Recess and lunch. I really like eating and playing! 
 
What book are you reading at the moment? 
Lots, but my favourite is The Heroes of Olympus. It is 
all about Greek and Roman Gods. My favourite God 
would be Apollo, as he is cool and is a god of archery 
– also Artemis, she also does archery. 

What project are you working on in class? 
Virtual reality. We are still in the research stage at 
the moment.  
 
What do you enjoy most about Maths? 
Multiplication, and the 3D shapes in our maths 
books.  
 
What do you like most about Kitchen/Garden? 
I like cooking the food and the gardening. I was in 
the kitchen group last week and made veggie 
fritters.  
 
Do you have a hobby?  What is it? 
Reading - I read a lot of books. I also like watching 
Roblox and Minecraft You Tube videos.  
 
What is your dream holiday? Where? Doing what? 
I would like to go sailing around the Caribbean 
again…. No, actually…. I would like to sail around the 
Greek Islands. 
 
What would you like to be when you grow up? 
An animal rescuer, and a volunteer fire fighter! 

Coming Events 
Tuesday 3rd Mar CHHS Parent Information 

Evening 

Friday 6th Mar Assembly 

Friday 13th Mar Kitchen Garden 

Monday 9th Mar P&C AGM- 5:30pm 
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Welcome to Week 6!  

Congratulations kids on your great efforts so far this 
term. Last week you all looked fantastic for School 
Photo Day, and thanks to Mrs Stevenson’s best jokes, 
I’m sure we’ll see some lovely smiles when the 
pictures come back later this term. Another highlight 
for me was enjoying our first Stephanie Alexander 
Kitchen Garden lunch together on Friday. Not only 
was this a lovely opportunity for us to sit down, chat, 
share and practice our table manners ;o) I particularly 
love seeing students work in teams so productively. 

Premier’s Reading 
Challenge 

Registrations for this 
fantastic and long 
running initiative open 
today and all students 
will be registered so that 
they can log the books 
they read at school and 
at home. The challenge 
runs from Monday 2nd 

March to Friday 28th August 2020. As part of our 
library lessons students will be able to explore the 
recommended book lists for their age group and gain 
access to real authors who give talks about their 
characters, their inspirations, the writing processes 
and more. For more information you can visit the PRC 
website: 
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html 

Homework 

Great to see the homework coming in each Monday. If 
you have any queries or feedback on the homework 
provided please don’t hesitate to mention it. This 
week we have included an optional ‘Stephanie 
Alexander Kitchen Garden’ colouring page sourced 
from Coles over the weekend. Please see the page for 
details if you are interested. 

External Validation 

You may recall that at the end of this term our school 
is due to participate in a NSW Department of 
Education process called, External Validation (EV). 
Each year, every school evaluates itself against the 

School Excellence Framework (SEF) and gathers 
evidence to support these judgements. Once during a 
five-year cycle, schools undertake an external review 
of this evidence to verify that self-assessment. The EV 
process involves submitting a package of evidence for 
a panel to review prior to them visiting the school to 
gain a better understanding of a school’s context and 
talking through the school’s conclusions. The panel, 
comprising of a Principal School Leadership (PSL) and 
a peer principal, meet with the school leadership 
team and determine whether the school's evidence 
supports their self-assessment using each element of 
the SEF. An external validation panel report, which 
includes the school determined next steps in the self-
assessment process is provided to the school 
following the meeting. 

Why? In the words of NSW Department of Education: 
Ongoing self-assessment supports school 
improvement by ensuring critical and timely 
assessment of progress and achievement on 
performance. It prompts schools to regularly reflect on 
activities and the impact of improvement strategies to 
sustain growth in student learning.  

In short, the School Excellence Framework exists to 
give schools a guide for reflection and the 
mechanisms to ask 3 important questions: 

• How are we doing? 
• How do we know? 
• What are we going to do next? 

At the heart of it, we want to ensure we are doing our 
very best for our students and our community, 
ensuring that we are guided by best-practice, the 
school’s vision and consistently reflect on what we do 
well and what could be tweaked. For this reason I look 
forward to creating our EV submission and celebrating 
Hannam Vale PS.  

Mrs Stevenson will be at school a few extra days this 
term whilst we compile our submission, due early 
Week 9. The panel will visit Tuesday Week 11. 
Classroom programs will be uninterrupted. I will be 
out of the school for half a day this Wednesday to 
undertake a workshop and meet with our PSL to 
review and gain feedback on the evidence collected so 
far. If you have any questions about this process 
please don’t hesitate to ask.  

 

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html
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What else is on this week? 

Hope to see you at our assembly lead by our student 
leaders on Friday. We’ll commence about 2:30pm. It’s 
a great opportunity for students to share what we 
have been up to in class. The school counsellor will 
also be in the school this Friday. Don’t forget the 
Camden Haven High School information session for 
Year 5 & 6 students is on Tuesday evening (we have 
included the flyer provided by CHHS in our 
newsletter). 
 And then before you know it… we’ll be in Week 7! 
You know what they say about fun and time flying ;o) 

Have a great week everyone! 

Nicole Menzies 

Principal 

 
 
Easter Hat Donations 
This year we are taking on a challenge of upcycling for 
our hat decorations. We will be asking students to 
bring in old craft supplies that could be ‘upcycled’ as 
decorations for our Easter hats.  
Items may include: off cuts of ribbon, old Easter cards 
that could be cut up, Easter fabric, wool, old (but not 
falling apart too much!) straw hats, and any other craft 
supplies that may make nice Easter decorations. 
If students could bring these in over the next week we 
can start ‘upcycling’ our creations from next week.  

 
Stephanie Alexander 
Kitchen Garden 
Program news 
Students got right back into 
the Kitchen Garden 
program this week. There 

had been some preparations taking place first – such 
as a pre-program quiz, and a cleaning and revamping 
of the Kitchen area. 

We had a harvest of basil, kale (3 varieties), eggplants, 
seed potatoes, large zucchinis, one asparagus stalk, 
parsley and white radishes.  
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The gardeners were basically removing weeds (mainly 
amaranthus) from the garden, maintaining the basil 
bed, digging up seed potatoes, preparing a great 
produce stall and undertaking and successfully 
securing their Wheelbarrow License.  

 

Congratulations! Mark, Hannah, Isla, Harry, Emily and 
Brooke on achieving your Wheelbarrow Licence. 

 

 

In the kitchen it was preparing and cooking basil and 
pine nut pesto pasta – and more jars of basil pesto for 
sale. Delicious zucchini fritters were also on the menu. 

Thank you to those who have generously donated 
pantry items. If you wanted to contribute but have not 
yet had the chance we still need the items below: 

Chickpeas Pepitas Passata 
Cornflour Castor sugar Vermicelli noodles 
Couscous Arborio rice Balsamic vinegar 

Dried GF egg 
noodles 

Gluten free self-
raising flour 

Red wine vinegar 

Fish sauce Rolled oats Instant dry Yeast 
Gluten free plain 

flour 
Gluten Free soy 

sauce 
White sugar 

Rice flour Sesame oil Pine nuts 
Honey Stock Tomato paste tubs 

Sweet chilli sauce Oyster Sauce Baking powder 
Dish cloths & 

scrubbers 
Baking paper Pantry storage 

containers 
 

We are also on the look-out for a 
blender or a food processor as ours 
sadly broke last week. If you have 

one gathering dust in a cupboard that you 
would be willing to donate to the school it 
would be gratefully received! 
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P&C News 
 

Hot Meals  

 
Spaghetti bolognese is back! 

Thanks to Magda we will have a supply of bolognaise 
in the freezer in the staff room from next week. They 
can be taken out at the beginning of the day and 
heated by a staff member at lunch time.  

As per last year hot meals are $5 each, please let a 
staff member know about your order in the morning 
and leave payment in the school office. Yum! 

Cross Country 
This year our school will again be hosting the 3 MAPS 
and the LDPSSA Cross Countries. Our P&C will be 
running canteens on these days…     
 

 
 
The 3 MAPS one will be a smaller, however, the 
LDPSSA cross country is a larger event and we will 
require more volunteers for this. Please consider 
helping out at one of these events so we can 
fundraise for our students. We will also need cakes / 
slices to sell at the events so if you are able to provide 
some that would be great.  
 
Dates for your diary: 
Friday 20th March – 3MAPS Cross Country 
Friday 27th March – LDPPSA Cross Country  

 

AGM Meeting  
This will be next Monday 9th March at 5:30pm. We 
invite everyone to attend if you are available. 
Nomination forms and membership forms are 
attached to this newsletter. If you wish to nominate 
yourself or someone else for the management 
committee you will need to be a paid (50c) member 
first. 
The AGM will be followed by a general business 
meeting.  
 

100 Club 
Our fundraising 100 club still has numbers available for 
sale at $5 each. We are hoping to draw this as soon as 
possible as it has dragged on for quite a while now. If 
you haven’t yet had the chance to purchase your 
numbers from the shop, now is your last chance. Thank 
you for your support with this.  
 

Quote of the Week 

 

 

Thank you everyone for your ongoing support. 

Michelle Dennis  
President  
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Term 1 2020 
Mar 
Week 6 

2  
 

3  
CHHS Parent 
information 
evening 5-6:30pm 

4  5  
 
 
 
 

6  
Assembly – 2:30pm 

Mar 
Week 7 

9  
P&C AGM – 
5:30pm 
 

10  11  12  13 
Kitchen Garden 

Mar 
Week 8 

16 17 18 19 20 
3MAPS Cross 
Country/Harmony 
Day/Colour Run 
 Mar  

Week 9 
 

23 24 25 26 27 
LDPSSA Cross 
Country 
 

Apr 
Week 10 
 

30 31 1 2 3 
Kitchen Garden 

Apr 
Week 11 

6 7 
EV Panel Visit 

8 9 
Last Day of Term 
Assembly 2.30pm 

10 
Good Friday 

 


